
The Encyclical, the NGO 
and the Curriculum 

Laudato Si: 
The Call to Action for the Carmelite 

NGO and Carmelite Schools Worldwide

Kay Sullivan
President

Salpointe Catholic High School
Tucson, Arizona USA



Our Shared Missions

Schools



Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common Home 

“In this Encyclical, I would like to enter 
into dialogue with all people  

about our common home.” Pope Francis



Unifying Themes of Pope 
Francis’ Laudato Si

The goal of the document is clearly stated: 
Laudato Si is a ultimately a call to action for a “moral 

conversion” for all who inhabit the planet. 

“Some committed and prayerful Christians, with the 
excuse of realism and pragmatism, tend to ridicule 

concern for the environment…Living our vocation to be 
protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of 

virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our 
Christian experience.”



“…to be protectors of God’s 
handiwork is essential; it is not 

optional.”  
Nuestra Señora del Carmen  

Lima, Peru



Ch 1: What is Happening to 
our Common Home

● “A sober look at our world shows that the degree of 
human intervention, often in the service of business 
interests and consumerism, is actually making our earth 
less rich and beautiful, ever more grey and limited, even 
as technological advances and consumer goods continue 
to abound limitlessly. We seem to think that we can 
substitute an irreplaceable and irretrievable beauty 
with something which we have created ourselves.” We 
are called to seek other ways of understanding the 
relative importance of technology and progress. 
Consumerism should not be the measure of success. 



Ch 2: The Gospel of Creation
● “We are not God. The earth was here before us and it 

has been given to us…nowadays we must forcefully 
reject the notion that our being created in God’s image 
and given domination of the earth justifies absolute 
dominion over other creatures…Each community can 
take from the earth what it needs for subsistence, 
but it also has the duty to protect the earth and to 
ensure its fruitfulness for coming generations.” 
Traditional concept of man’s “dominion” over the 
Earth is replaced with man’s dependency on the 
beauty and complexity of the Earth. 



We honor the “duty to protect the 
earth and to ensure its fruitfulness 

for coming generations.” LS

St. Albertus, Malang, Indonesia



Ch 3: The Human Roots of 
the Ecological Crisis

●  We must “acknowledge the  human origins of the 
ecological crisis. A certain way of understanding 
human life and activity has gone awry, to the serious 
detriment of the world around us.” 

● Human life is important and should not be 
disregarded in our throwaway society. 



 Human life is important…

Kriste Mambo pride!
Kriste Mambo, Rusape, Zimbabwe



Ch 4: Integral Ecology
● “Since everything is closely interrelated … I suggest 

that we consider some elements of an integral 
ecology … Environmental problems cannot be 
separated from human, family, work related and 
urban contexts, nor from how individuals relate to 
themselves, which in turn leads to how they relate to 
others and to the  environment.” Pope’s focuses on 
“integral ecology,” intrinsically linking ecological 
integrity and social justice and noting that the 
impact of climate change disproportionately affects 
the poor and the vulnerable.





Ch 5: Lines of Approach  
and Action

● “We shall outline the major paths of dialogue which 
can help us escape the spiral of self-destruction 
which currently engulfs us. Interdependence obliges 
us to think of one world with a common plan. Yet the 
same ingenuity which has brought about enormous 
technological programs has so far proved incapable of 
finding effective ways of dealing with grave 
environmental and social problems worldwide. A 
global consensus is essential for confronting the 
deeper problems, which cannot be resolved by 
unilateral actions on the part of individual countries.”



Changing the future: Terenure College, 
Dublin Ireland



Ch 6: Ecological Education  
and Spirituality

● “Some committed and prayerful Christians, with the 
excuse of realism and pragmatism, tend to ridicule 
concern for the environment…Living our vocation to 
be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a 
life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary 
aspect of our Christian experience.”

● “Many things have to change course, but it is we 
human beings above all who need to change. We 
lack an awareness of our common origin, of our 
mutual belonging, and of a future to be shared with 
everyone.”



 
 
 
 

“Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is 
essential” (LS)

Mount Carmel High School, Rosario, A.S., 
Philippines, lead the way!



The Call
“In calling to mind St. Francis of Assisi, we come to 

realize that a healthy relationship with creation is one 
dimension of overall personal conversion, which entails 

the recognition of our errors, sins, faults and failures, 
and leads to heartfelt repentance and desire to change.” 
Critiquing consumerism and irresponsible development, 

lamenting environmental degradation and global 
warming, Pope Francis calls all people of the world to 

take "swift and unified global action.” 
The call to action requires education. Carmelite schools 

do that well!



The Carmelite NGO is a non governmental organization with special 
status to the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations and 

affiliated to the Department of Public Information of the United 
Nations.


The NGO is a project of the members of the Carmelite Family around 
the world focusing on climate, hunger, education, human rights, 

poverty, women and religion.


The NGO encourages policy changes to vigorously support Pope Francis’ 
call to hear “the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” Three words 

define the mission: Prayer by which we remain in contact with God; 
Community that creates a new way of living among us; and Justice that 

leads us to defend the value of human life for every person. 



From Sr. Jane Remson, O.Carm.
● The NGO is a tool that the Order can use to enhance its 

ministries for the good of society, families and the 
environment.

● The goal of the NGO is to help create a more just, 
peaceful and loving world by caring for the needs of the 
human family and the environment. We do this at the 
United Nations through our focus on education, freedom 
of belief, human rights and sustainable development.

● In addressing the education of today’s youth, Pope 
Francis asks: How can we help make their education a 
sign of greater responsibility in the face of today’s 
problems? 



Hopeful Global Action for Change: UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

2015-2030
Ending poverty in all its forms everywhere 

End hunger … promote sustainable agriculture 

Ensure healthy lives and well-being 

Ensure inclusive and equitable education  

Ensure human right to health and well being 

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

Ensure availability and sustainable management of  water and 
sanitation



“End hunger, promote 
sustainable agriculture”

Whitefriars students making justice real.
Whitefriars College, Melbourne, Australia



 United Nations SGDs
Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable energy 

Promote sustained, inclusive economic growth and decent 
work for all 

Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and 
sustainable industrialization 

Reduce inequality within and among countries 

Make cities inclusive, safe resilient and sustainable 

Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns



Reducing inequality within 
countries…

● Future leaders of the world at St. Elias 
College, Santa Venera, Malta



United Nations SGDs
Take urgent action to combat climate change and its 
impacts 

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans and marine 
resources 

Protect, restore and promote sustainable us of  terrestrial 
ecosystems 

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development 

Strengthen the means of  implementation for sustainable 
development



Promote peaceful and 
inclusive societies… Nuestra 
Señora del Carmen  
Antequera, Málaga, Spain  



More Hope: Paris Climate 
Change Agreement 2015
Commits nearly all the nations of the world 

to take action to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to levels that will limit future 

changes to global climate.



Hope for tomorrow…  
Nossa Senhora do Carmo  

Brasilia, Brazil 



Imagine
Imagine a world with an economy that functions in a 
manner that provides safe and decent work for all and an 
income that allows all people to live in dignity. Imagine a 
world where girls and boys, women and men are equal. 
Imagine a world powered by clean energy and with clean 
water and air. Imagine a world that has beaten back the 
worst effects of  climate change and is healing.  

Can you imagine such a world? That is what the global 
community—as imperfect as it surely is—is working 
toward. 



Imagine a world that allows all 
people to live in dignity…Crespi 
Carmelite High School, Encino, CA



The NGO  
Answers the Call

As a faith-based organization, the Carmelites, led by our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, is wholeheartedly committed to 
that world imagined anew. As an organization and as 
individuals committed to the Gospel message of  hope, 
justice and peace we have no choice. We are called upon to 
do whatever is necessary to serve our sisters and brothers 
and care for our common home.  

How do we do this work? How do we go forth in these 
challenging times serving humanity and caring for 
creation? How do we fulfill the promise and hope of  
Laudato Si, the SDGs and the Paris Agreement?



The Plan of  Action
First, we listen and learn. We listen and learn from climate 
scientists, Pope Francis, Catholic social teaching, and the 
voices of  ordinary people to become informed.  

Second, we take action. Action to address poverty, 
inequality and environmental destruction can take many 
forms, but education is primary. We need to teach the 
science of  climate change, the social science of  inequality 
and poverty, and Catholic social teaching on these issues, 
to our friends, families, and our young people.  

We develop educators who are “capable of  developing an 
ethics of  ecology, and helping people...to grow in 
solidarity, responsibility and compassionate care.” (LS)



Ready to take action…Carmel 
High School, Mundelein, IL



The Laudato Si 
Curriculum

The NGO and Salpointe Catholic High School developed 
comprehensive lesson plans to teach the messages of  
Laudato Si across the high school curriculum. It is 
intended to help young people fulfill Pope Francis’ 
invitation to give special attention to the creation of  God, 
to realize that we need each other, and that we have a 
personal responsibility for others and for the world. The 
curriculum offers a progressive and experiential learning 
design so that students, guided by environmental science, 
the Word of  God and the richness of  Carmelite spirituality 
will be able to integrate into their lives a comprehensive 
ecological awareness of  responsible care of  the earth.



Taking Action: Laudato Si’ Curriculum



From Pope Francis

To Pupils in 
Catholic 
Schools

To 
People 
in the 
Pews



38 Carmelite Schools 
Worldwide: We cover the globe!
● Terenure College, Dublin, Ireland
● Santa Maria del Carmine, Foggia, Italy
● Saint Elias College, Saint Venera, Malta
● Virgen del Carmen, Onda, Castellón, Spain
● Virgen del Carmen, Villarreal, Castellón, Spain
● Nuestra Señora del Carmen, Antequera, Málaga, 

Spain
● San José de Begoña, Madrid, Spain
● Santa María del Carmen, Madrid, Spain
● Mare de Déu del Carme, Terrassa, Spain



What amazing…
● Nuestra Señora del Carmen, Buenos Aires, Argentina
● San Juan de la Cruz, Buenos Aires, Argentina
● Nossa Senhora do Carmo, Paranavaí, Paraná, Brazil
● Nossa Senhora do Carmo, Brasilia, Brazil
● El Carmelo CEMEV, Arjona, Colombia
● Nuestra Señora del Carmen, Lima, Peru
● Nuestro Salvador, Lima, Peru
● 7701 Nuestra Señora del Carmen, Lima, Peru
● Nuestra Señora del Rosario, Ciales, Puerto Rico
● San Pio X, Santo Domingo, Dominican R.



…power we have…
● Mount Carmel High School, Chicago, IL, U.S.A.
● Salpointe Catholic High School, Tucson, AZ, U.S.A.
● Carmel Catholic High School, Mundelein, IL, U.S.A.
● Crespi Carmelite High School, Los Angeles, CA, 

U.S.A.
● Joliet Catholic Academy, Joliet, IL, U.S.A.
● Mount Carmel School, Kurnool, Andra P., India
● Mount Carmel College, Kothamangalam, K., India
● Santo Albertus, Malang, Indonesia
● Santo Paulus, Djember, Indonesia



…to change…
● Smak Alvarez Paga, Paga-Flores, Indonesia
● Mount Carmel College, Escalante City, Philippines
● Mount Carmel College, San Francisco, A.S., 

Philippines
● Mount Carmel High School, Rosario, A.S., 

Philippines
● Fr. Urios High School, Prosperidad, A.S., Philippines
● Whitefriars College, Melbourne, Australia
● Lycée Butembo, Butembo, D. R. Congo
● École Primaire Carmel, Bunia, D. R. Congo



…our world!!!
● Collège Saint Élie, Mahagi, D. R. Congo
● Kriste Mambo, Rusape, Zimbabwe



Science for Social Good 

We are ready to 
serve! Salpointe 
Catholic,Tucson, AZ



"I pledge to pray, live,  
and advocate Laudato Si“ 

Catholic Climate Covenant  
has implemented the St. Francis/Laudato Si' Pledge.  

By taking the pledge, you commit to living out the vision 
of the  

encyclical and our Catholic faith through prayer,  
concrete action and advocacy.  



Next steps : A living 
curriculum
● Implement the curriculum lesson plans in 38 schools

● Create dynamic, shared, interactive lesson plans

● Fund open source software to make curriculum 
available to all

● This is our leadership responsibility!


